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TAMWORTH  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  Council 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  statutory  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  district 
and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  for  1971,  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1/72. 

It  should  be  noted  that  where  variation  of  the  Borough's  statistics  vary  from  year  to  year  or 
from  the  National  figures  care  should  be  used  in  interpretation  for  these  variations  are  related  in  part 
at  least  to  the  large  variations  in  statistical  rates  which  tend  to  occur  when  relatively  smaller  figures 
are  dealt  with. 


POPULATION 

The  registrar  General's  figure  for  the  estimated  mid-year  home  population  is  40,  940 
compared  with  39,  090  in  1970. 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  106  in  the  number  of  live  births  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  91 1  in  1971  and  805  in  1970.  Further  details  will  be  found  on  page  7  .  After  adjustment 
of  the  rate  to  allow  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  the  adjusted  figure  of  20.  7  can  be  seen  to  be  much 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (16.0).  This,  of  course,  is  due  to  the  larger 
proportion  of  young  families  living  in  the  Borough. 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  as  a  percentage  of  all  live  births  was  4  compared 
with  the  National  figure  of  8. 


STILL  BIRTH  RATE 

The  number  of  still  births  per  1000  total  births  during  the  year  was  16,  compared  with  the 
National  figure  of  12. 


NEONATAL  DEATH  RATE 

The  number  of  deaths  per  1000  occurring  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  life  was  8  compared 
with  the  National  figure  of  12. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

The  number  of  deaths  per  1000  occurring  in  the  first  twelve  months  of  life.  The  rate  for 
the  Borough  in  1970  was  13  compared  with  the  National  figure  of  18. 


2. 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 


Is  the  combination  of  the  number  of  still  births  and  deaths  within  the  first  week  of  life  per 
1000  births,  and  was  24  compared  with  the  National  figure  of  22, 


DEATHS 

There  were  387  deaths  in  1971  compared  with  364  the  previous  year.  The  following 
causes  of  death  are  of  interest  in  relation  to  total  deaths :- 


1969 

1970 

1971 

Disease  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system 

152 

143 

222 

Malignant  disease 

54 

74 

75 

Respiratory  disease 

34 

45 

47 

Suicides 

2 

2 

3 

Accidents: 

Motor  vehicle 

7 

6 

1 

Other  accidents 

8 

5 

2 

Further  details  will  be  found  on  page  8  . 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Borough's  water  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  via  four 
pumping  stations  situated  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough,  and  is  derived  from  both  surface 
and  underground  sources.  Regular  and  frequent  samples  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis 
are  taken  of  both  raw  and  chlorinated  water.  During  1971  510  samples  of  treated  water  were 
examined,  all  of  which  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria.  243  samples  of  raw  water  from  underground 
sources  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria.  Samples  were  examined  within  the  Borough  of 
Tamworth  from: 


Glascote  Reservoir  (13) 

Glascote  Re-pumping  Station  (14) 

Two-Gates  Re-pumping  Station  (12) 

Tamworth  Gas  Works  (13) 

All  samples  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  and  the  naturally 
occuring  fluoride  content  of  the  supply  varies  between  0.  03  p.  p.  m.  and  0.3  p.  p.  m. 

In  cases  of  possible  contamination  such  as  bursts  or  damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc. 
emergency  chlorination  is  performed,  special  apparatus  and  staff  being  available  for  this  work.  New 
mains  etc.  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and  proved  satisfactory. 

At  31st  December  1971  13,  157  houses  were  supplied  in  the  Borough.  The  estimated 
population  is  3.07  persons  per  house. 
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SEWAGE 


During  1971  the  whole  pattern  of  sewage  treatment  in  the  Borough  was  altered  by  the 
completion  of  several  major  projects  started  within  the  previous  four  years. 

In  April  1971  the  new  Pumping  Station  at  Lichfield  Road  was  brought  into  use.  At  the 
same  time,  flow  was  diverted  to  the  first  section  of  the  new  Works  at  Coton  Lane  and  the  old  Works 
were  taken  out  of  action.  As  the  year  progressed,  further  sections  of  Coton  Lane  Sewage  Works  were 
commissioned  and  by  September  Phase  I  of  the  Works  was  fully  operational. 

At  the  end  of  October  the  old  Sewage  Works  at  Amington  were  abandoned  and  a  new 
sewerage  system  was  brought  into  use.  The  new  Dosthill  Pumping  Station  was  commissioned  in  November 
and  the  old  Sewage  Works  and  Pumping  Station  were  closed  down. 

Finally,  in  December,  the  Pasveer  Ditch  at  Belgrave  was  closed  so  that  by  the  end  of  1971 
the  whole  of  the  flow  from  the  Borough  was  being  treated  at  the  new  Coton  Lane  Works. 

This  has  meant  that  pollution  of  the  River  Tame  by  poorly  treated  or  untreated  sewage 
has  virtually  ceased.  Overflows  of  storm  sewage  are  rare  and  the  treated  sewage  effluent  from  the  new 
Works  is  better  than  the  River  Tame  which  receives  it. 

Only  two  major  projects  now  need  to  be  completed.  One  is  the  construction  of  Phase  II 
of  the  new  Sewage  Works  which  started  in  the  summer  of  1971  and  should  be  complete  by  November  1972. 
The  other  is  the  provision  of  a  sludge  pressing  plant  to  treat  the  sludge  produced  at  the  Sewage  Works. 
Design  of  this  plant  is  well  advanced  and  construction  should  start  in  mid-1972. 

Total  flows  to  each  Sewage  Works  during  1971  are  shown  below:- 

Annual  Flow 

(10^  gallons) 


Old  Coton  Lane  Works  136.63 

New  Coton  Lane  Works  509.63 

Total  646.26 

Pasveer  Ditch  63.69 

Dosthill  17.21 

Amington  24.49 

Total  751.65 


This  gives  an  average  daily  flow  of  2.06  million  gallons.  Based  on  an  estimated  drainage 
population  of  44,  000  the  total  annual  flow  averages  47  gallons  per  person  per  day. 
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SECTION 


A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Hectares  3095.5081 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  40,  940 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (April  1971)  according  to 
Rate  Book  12,795 

Persons  per  Hectare  13,22 

Rateable  Value  -  April  1971  1, 549,  861 

Product  of  lnp  Rate  Estimated  1971/72  16,  200 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Live  Births,  rate  per  1, 000  population  22.3 

Adjusted  birthrate  (comparability  factor  .  93)20.  7 

Birthrate  (England  and  Wales)  16.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 
total  live  births  (England  and  Wales)  8.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 
total  live  births  4.0 


Male  Female  Total 

476  435  911 


NOTE  ON  ADJUSTED  BIRTHRATE 

Local  birthrates  are  usually  expressed  in  terms  of  population.  These  populations  are 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  and  comprise  persons  of  all  ages,  including  many  who  quite  obviously 
have  no  influence  on  the  reproductive  process.  These  latter  do,  however,  affect  the  birthrate  in  that  a 
preponderance  of  them  in  the  population  of  an  area  tends  to  lower  and  a  small  proportion  of  them  to 
raise,  the  true  rate.  Considerable  variation  in  the  size  of  this  proportion  exists  in  different  areas,  and 
it  is  therefore  apparent  that  the  elimination  or  standardisation  of  such  a  factor  enables  a  truer  comparison 
between  areas. 

As  a  result  of  this  the  Registrar  General  issues  yearly,  for  each  area,  a  comparability 
factor,  for  is  e  with  birth  and  death  rates.  The  adjusted  rates  resulting  from  the  multiplication  of  the 
crude  rate  of  the  area  by  this  comparability  factor  produces  a  figure  which  can  then  be  compared  with  that 
of  any  other  area  or  with  the  country  as  a  whole. 


STILLBIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

7 

14 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Total  7 

8 

15 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILLBIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female 


483 

443 

463 

422 

20 

21 

STILLBIRTH  RATE(Per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths) 


16 


INFANT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  one  year) 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


7  3 

2 

Total  9  3 


EARLY  NEONATAL  DEATHS  (deaths  0  -  1  week) 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


4  1 

2 

Total  6  1 


NEONATAL  DEATHS  (deaths  0-4  weeks) 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


4  1 

2 

Total  6  1 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  0-1  year  per  1, 000  live  births) 

Legitimate  11  (Males  and  Females) 

Illegitimate  50  (Males  and  Females) 

EARLY  NEONATAL  DEATH  RATE 

(Deaths  under  1  week  per  1, 000  live  births) 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1, 000  live  births) 

PERINATAL  DEATH  RATE 

(Stillbirths  plus  infants  dying  at  less  than  one  week  per  1, 000  live  and  stillbirths) 


Total 

926 

885 

41 


10 

2 

12 

5 

3 

7 

5 

2 

7 


8 

8 

24 
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The  following  Table  shows  how  the  Borough  figures,  after  being  adjusted  by  the  Registrar 
General's  Local  Comparability  Factor,  compare  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

Tamworth 

M.B. 

England  and 
Wales 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE: 

(Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate) 

1.30 

1.00 

(Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births) 

4 

8 

STILLBIRTH  RATE: 

16 

12 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE: 

24 

22 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE: 

8 

10 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE: 

13 

18 

DEATH  RATE  -  ALL  AGES: 

11.3 

11.6 

(Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate) 

9.7 

1.00 

The  following  Table  shows  how  the  figures  for  1971  compare  with  those  for  immediately 
preceding  years:  -  ' 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Live  Birth 
Rate  per  1000 
Home  popln 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death  Rate 
(Deaths 
under  4  wks) 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

1966 

33, 200 

24.2 

20.8 

15. 

20 

34.2 

10.5 

1967 

34,  600 

25.1 

20. 

7. 

8 

28. 

8.8 

1968 

35,  970 

23.4 

12. 

7. 

14 

18. 

9.0 

1969 

37,  360 

23.0 

14. 

7. 

15 

17. 

9. 1 

1970 

39, 090 

20.6 

18. 

16. 

19 

32. 

9.3 

1971 

40,  940 

22.3 

16. 

8. 

13 

24. 

9.5 

7. 


DEATH  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

Male 

Female 

Total 

211 

176 

387 

Death  Rate  (per  1,  000  population)  9.  5 

Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability 

factor  1.19)  11.3 

NOTE:  This  comparability  factor  is 

obtained  and  used  on  a  similar 
principle  to  that  for  compara¬ 
bility  for  births 

Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  11.6 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

M 

4 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoea  diseases 

F 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

M 

_ 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 

1 

3 

r 

M 

7 

8 

5 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

F 

2 

3 

4 

3 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc. 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  including 

M 

4 

3 

3 

_ 

_ 

F 

4 

2 

2 

oesophagus 

M 

13 

16 

16 

13 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

F 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  larynx 

M 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

F 

12 

8 

6 

8 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

F 

4 

7 

1 

1 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

M 

3 

2 

2 

- 

- 

M 

1 

1 

1 

- 

• 

Leukaemia 

1 

F 

3 

- 

- 

- 

M 

17 

11 

5 

13 

14 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

F 

8 

8 

4 

8 

16 

M 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

F 

■“ 

~ 

— 

“ 

“ 

M 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

F 

“ 

2 

3 

Other  endocrine  etc.,  diseases 

M 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Anaemias 

1 

1 

F 

2 

2 

" 

M 

• 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Other  diseases  of  blood 

F 

1 

“ 

“ 

M 

1 

_ 

_  i 

- 

_  j 

Meningitis 

F 

“ 

“ 

“ 

M 

2 

3 

3 

2 

_ 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

F 

3 

2 

2 

5 

“ 

8. 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

M 

5 

6 

5 

2 

3 

Hypertensive  disease 

F 

5 

2 

7 

2 

3 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

M 

53 

61 

57 

49 

44 

39 

F 

44 

30 

29 

26 

M 

10 

6 

6 

7 

7 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

F 

12 

7 

7 

9 

11 

M 

29 

25 

22 

23 

25 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

19 

F 

28 

32 

26 

35 

M 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

F 

- 

2 

3 

1 

- 

M 

13 

9 

12 

13 

17 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

F 

18 

8 

23 

19 

14 

M 

3 

1 

Influenza 

F 

- 

2 

2 

- 

“ 

M 

14 

8 

4 

8 

4 

Pneumonia 

10 

F 

9 

7 

3 

4 

M 

14 

15 

12 

12 

9 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

F 

5 

6 

1 

4 

3 

M 

_ 

1 

1 

Asthma 

1 

F 

“ 

- 

- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

M 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

F 

1 

1 

2 

1 

M 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Peptic  ulcer 

F 

1 

1 

M 

2 

1 

m 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

F 

- 

- 

2 

1 

“ 

M 

_ 

1 

2 

3 

_ 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  including 

F 

2 

2 

1 

cirrhosis  of  liver 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

M 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

M 

m 

2 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

F 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

M 

1 

- 

m 

- 

- 

M 

1 

2 

4 

Congenital  anomalies 

F 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

M 

3 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 

F 

1 

2 

1 

- 

M 

3 

4 

2 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

F 

1 

2 

1 

1 

M 

2 

1 

3 

11 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

F 

4 

3 

1 

4 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

M 

1 

5 

6 

2 

4 

F 

" 

1 

1 

2 

1 

All  other  accidents  and  other  external  causes 

M 

1 

2 

6 

3 

4 

F 

2 

3 

2 

1 

“ 

M 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

F 

1 

1 

1 

- 

M 

3 

3 

6 

Other  diseases  unclassified 

1 

F 

- 

“ 

5 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

211 

204 

194 

179 

169 

176 

F 

160 

145 

145 

135 

9. 


SECTION 


B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Borough  Council  is  the  Sanitary  Authority  responsible  for  the  environmental  services. 
It  has  no  major  responsibilities  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  and  the  County  Council  is 
the  local  health  authority.  As  such  it  is  responsible  for  the  following  services:- 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Domiciliary  Midwifery, 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Ambulance  Service,  School  Health  Service, 
Chiropody, 

Health  Visiting,  "care  and  after  care"  and  the  provision  of  the 
Home  Nursing.  Section  21  of  the  Act  imposes  on  the  County 
Council  the  duty  of  providing  Health  Centres. 

In  pursuance  of  these  responsibilities  the  County  Council  brought  the  following  facilities 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough:- 

1 .  Ambulance  Service  (Section  27) 

There  are  2  ambulances  and  3  sitting  case  cars  with  a  staff  of  15  based  at  the  local 
ambulance  station,  which  is  now  operating  8  a.m.  to  midnight  on  7  days  per  week.  For  calls  outside 
these  hours  ambulances  are  supplied  from  other  County  stations. 

2.  Maternity,  Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  Help  Services  (Sections  23,  25  and  29) 

The  services  outlined  here  operate  also  in  the  rural  areas  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Tamworth  and  not  only  the  Borough. 

There  are  6  County  Council  midwives  -  full  time.  Tamworth  area  also  has  6  full  time 
District  Nurses. 

The  County  Council  is  also  responsible  for  other  special  health  services  -  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  the  School  Health  Service.  There  are  6  Health  Visitors  assisted  by  2  school  clinic 
nurses  available  for  ante-natal  and  child  health  work  and  during  the  year  the  attachment  of  Health 
Visitors  to  family  practitioners  which  was  started  in  1970  appears  to  be  functioning  satisfactorily. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  L.G.  MacLachlan,  Chest  Physician,  a  Health  Visitor  who  specializes  in 
Tuberculosis  is  employed. 

There  are  7  Child  Health  Clinics  in  the  Borough  as  listed  below,  providing  facilities  for 
Infant  Welfare,  School  Health,  Speech  Therapy,  Chiropody,  Cervical  Cytology,  Ante-Natal,  E.N.T., 
and  Ophthalmic  Care.  In  addition  facilities  are  provided  for  the  Family  Planning  Association  to 
hold  clinics. 


Tamworth  Health  Centre 

Amington 

Belgrave 

Dosthill 

Fazeley 

Glascote 

Hockley 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATIONS  OF  CHILDREN 


BORN  IN 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967-64 

Others  under 

16  yrs.  of  age 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

(a)  No.  of  children  who  received  a 
primary  course  of  protection 
either  singly  or  in  combination 
in  1971 

61 

431 

275 

30 

10 

3 

(b)  No.  of  children  who  received 

a  reinforcing  injection  in  1971 

« 

4 

23 

4 

870 

17 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

(a)  No.  of  children  who  received 
primary  course  of  protection, 
either  singly  or  in  combination 
in  1971 

60 

401 

254 

(b)  No.  of  children  who  received  a 

reinforcing  injection  in  1971 

- 

4 

23 

4 

74 

6 

Tetanus  Inoculation 

(a)  No.  of  children  who  received 
primary  course  of  protection, 
either  singly  or  in  combination 
in  1971 

61 

431 

275 

30 

12 

4 

(b)  No.  of  children  who  received  a 

reinforcing  injection  in  1971 

“ 

4 

23 

4 

872 

212 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  (Oral) 

(a)  Primary 

61 

428 

286 

31 

11 

3 

(b)  Reinforcing 

r 

4 

27 

5 

891 

278 

Measles  Vaccination 

1 

151 

288 

134 

71 

4 

Rubella  Vaccination 

(13  year  old  girls) 

- 

- 

- 

137 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

0-3mths  4-6mths  7-9mths  10-12mths 

1  year 

2-4yrs  5-15yrs 

Primary 

1 

1 

4 

213 

136  35 

Revaccination 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  8 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES  (Section  26) 


Tamworth  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Stafford.  This  is  directed 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  Board  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a  component  of  a  free  national 
laboratory  service  for  England  and  Wales.  The  work  of  the  laboratory  is  designed  to  assist  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  general  practitioners  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of  communicable 
diseases.  Its  activities  include  the  examination  of  throat  and  nose  swabs,  sputum,  blood  and  excretia  of 
human  origin  as  aids  to  diagnosis  of  suspected  or  actual  infectious  diseases.  Its  sanitary  work  includes 
mainly  the  bacteriological  examination  of  drinking  water,  the  testing  of  sampled  milk  for  cleanliness 
and  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacillic  and  other  pathogenic  organisms,  and  the  bacteriological  testing 
of  food  samples,  ice  cream,  synthetic  cream,  and  shell-fish  as  distributed  to  the  consumer.  Its  staff  is 
available  to  participate  in  the  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  area  which  it  serves, 
with  the  general  aim  of  preventing  or  controlling  disease. 
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SECTION 


C 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  following  Table  I  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  and  also  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease  notified  during  the 
preceding  five  years,  while  Table  II  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  deaths 
during  1971  together  with  notifications  and  mortality  for  the  preceding  five  years. 


The  small  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  reflects  the  successful  use  of  immunisation 
of  infants.  It  is  likely  that  the  present  increasing  use  of  measles  vaccine  will  bring  about  a  similar 
marked  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  naturally  occurring  measles,  whilst  the  recently  introduced  German 
Measles  vaccine  offered  to  girls  of  13  years  and  over  should  be  reflected  in  the  decreased  incidence  of 
foetal  abnormalities  in  future  years. 


TABLE  1  -  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 

1966  1967  1968  1969  1970 


1971 


Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  F ever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Encephalitis  (acute)  Infective 
Encephalitis  (acute)  Post  Infections 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Food  Poisoning 
Dysentery 
Infective  Jaundice 


18 


3 


4 


10  4 


4 


2 


3 

3 

1 


5  2 


7  8 


15  234  106 


5  107  132 


1 

3  12  3  1 

2  11 


TOTAL 

38 

243 

119 

20 

123 

157 
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TABLE  11  -  TUBERCULOSIS  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Y  ear 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1971 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1970 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1969 

6 

5 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1968 

8 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1967 

2 

4 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1966 

9 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS  INCIDENCE 

Notified  Cases  in  Tamworth  M.B. 


Population 

No.  of  New  Cases 

Rate/1, 000 

1968 

35, 970 

11  (excluding  1  inward 
transfer) 

0.305 

1969 

37,360 

10  (excluding  8  inward 
transfers) 

0.267 

1970 

39,090 

4  (excluding  2  inward 
transfers) 

0. 103 

1971 

40,  940 

NIL 

0.0 

Comparable  Size  Areas 

Stafford  Borough: 

1971 

54, 120 

5 

0.09 

Seisdon  Rural: 

1971 

39,020 

3 

0.08 

County  Case  Rate: 

1968 

0.10 

1969 

0.10 

1970 

0.10 

1971 

0.12 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 

THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Safety  Committee 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  Chairman,  Aldermen,  Members, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  work  done  by  the  Department  during  1971. 

There  are  two  main  aspects  of  environmental  health  work,  preventive  and  corrective. 

The  preventive  work  entails  the  continuing  round  of  inspection  of  shops,  factories,  restaurants, 
slaughterhouses,  houses.  It  can  be  tedious  and  only  attracts  attention  when  things  go  wrong.  If  the 
work  were  not  done  for  six  months  hardly  anybody  would  notice  but  after  that  the  calendar  would  be 
reversed  towards  the  good  old  days  when  tubercular  meat  might  be  found  in  the  shops  and  adulteration 
of  food  was  common. 

The  other  aspect  is  currently  very  fasionable.  Ten  years  ago  outside  one's  office  the 
words  'environmental  pollution'  were  seldom  heard  and  now  experts  proliferate.  This  is  a  very  welcome 
state  of  affairs  provided  that  people  recognise  that  in  addition  to  the  worthwhile  concern  a  certain 
amount  of  badly  informed  pontificating  is  going  on.  As  an  example,  I  quote  the  great  polythene 
milk  sachet  furore.  The  polythene  film  sachet  is  a  very  good  replacement  for  the  milk  bottle.  For 
many  years  local  authorities  have  dealt  with  an  endless  flow  of  complaints  about  dirt  in  milk  bottles, 
broken  glass  in  milk  bottles,  slugs  and  snails  in  milk  bottles.  To  some  extent  these  had  to  be  accepted 
for  lack  of  an  acceptable  substitute  for  the  glass  milk  bottle.  Along  came  the  polythene  film  sachet 
and  a  storm  of  protest  broke  from  the  conservationists,  but  the  plain  truth  is  that  wherever  the  sachet 
has  been  introduced  there  have  been  no  pollution  problems  whatsoever  and  its  use  is  a  virtual  guarantee 
of  safety  and  hygiene.  At  the  same  time,  shirts,  car-accessories  and  cosmetics,  for  example,  are 
presented  in  an  abundance  of  plastic  containers,  wrappers  and  trays  to  little  purpose  at  all  other  than 
to  induce  people  to  buy  them.  This  is  where  the  conservationists  should  direct  their  wrath. 

The  fashionability  of  environmental  improvement  has  its  good  side.  We  are  witnessing  - 
and  participating  in  -  an  immense  upsurge  in  living  standards  and  by  this  I  do  not  mean  more  motor 
cars  and  colour  television  sets  but  real  living  standards,  like  better  homes  and  cleaner  air.  There  is  an 
increasing  concern  by  people  about  the  quality  of  life  allied  to  a  determination  to  do  something  about  it. 

There  is  nothing  new  about  improving  the  environment.  Since  1955  500  slums  have  been 
destroyed  in  Tamworth  -  not  as  quickly  as  might  have  been  hoped  for,  of  course,  but  nevertheless  a 
substantial  achievement.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  it  is  estimated  that 
the  weight  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  towns  has  been  reduced  by  at  least  half.  In  1963  the  first-ever 
statute  to  protect  the  health  of  all  office  and  shop  workers  was  introduced.  These  are  one  or  two 
examples  to  show  that  officialdome  has  not  been  asleep  all  the  time. 
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However,  here's  to  the  fashionability  of  the  environment  and  long  may  it  last. 

The  report  contains  the  usual  number  of  statistics  but,  to  refute  Disraeli's  dictum,  no 
damned  lies  that  I  know  about.  They  are  only  marks  on  paper  to  most  people  but  to  the  inspectors 
who  did  the  field  work  and  the  clerical  staff  who  kept  the  wheels  turning  in  the  office  they  represent 
a  year  of  good  effort. 

1.  FOOD  CONTROL 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

The  number  of  animals  killed  increased  during  the  year  from  14,  774  to  15,  991.  No  doubt 
this  is  attributable  to  the  population  increase  and  will  continue  to  rise  although  there  is  a  balancing 
tendency  for  new  shops  to  be  let  to  supermarket  chains  which  import  meat  from  abattoirs  outside 
Tamworth. 


There  were  no  significant  changes  in  the  incidence  of  diseased  meat.  Most  of  the  animals 
killed  were  selected  by  local  butchers  for  sale  in  their  own  shops  and  consequently  were  of  good  quality. 
Tuberculosis  condemnations  showed  a  welcome  decline. 


Concern  over  the  manner  in  which  condemned  meat  was  being  transported  from  the 
slaughterhouses  to  by-product  manufacturers  led  to  a  rigorous  new  enforcement  of  the  law  and  there  has 
been  a  much-needed  improvement. 


Carcases  Inspected 
and  condemned 

Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

2044 

17 

2 

6831 

7097 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

363 

_ 

- 

139 

914 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10 

Cysterci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

15 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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(b)  Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned 


Apart  from  meat  inspection  in  the  slaughterhouses  there  is  a  continuing  process  of  examination 
of  other  foodstuffs  in  the  shops,  and  warehouses  or  during  transit.  Most  of  this  work  is  done  with  the 
full  co-operation  of  the  traders  involved  because  the  public  health  inspector's  condemnation  certificate 
is  usually  accepted  by  suppliers  and  insurance  companies  as  proof  of  genuine  reason  for  compensation. 

The  table  shows  that  more  than  three  tons  of  frozen  foods  were  lost  because  of  freezer  breakdowns. 

Pro  rata,  the  national  loss  of  food  for  this  reason  must  be  gigantic.  This  is  an  appropriate  place 
to  mention  also  those  retailers  who  allow  display  cabinets  to  be  overloaded.  Housewives  should 
refuse  any  frozen  food  which  has  been  allowed  to  soften,  however  slightly. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

lbs. 

(1)  Meat 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  (i)  carcase  meat 

- 

13 

63 

(ii)  offal 

3 

11 

9 

(b)  Retail  shops  (i)  carcase  meat 

- 

10 

20 

(ii)  offal 

“ 

(2)  Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

- 

- 

85 

(3)  Canned  Meats 

- 

2 

- 

(4)  Other  canned  foods 

1 

14 

20 

(5)  Fruit  and  vegetables  (fresh) 

- 

- 

25 

(6)  Frozen  Foods  -  freezer  breakdowns 

3 

- 

28 

( 7)  Other  foods 

- 

4 

108 

9 

17 

22 

(c)  List  of  Food  Premises 


(c)  List  of  Food  Premises 

(1)  Butchers,  Cooked  Meat  Shops  and  Manufacturing  premises 

registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  30 

(2)  Premises  registered  for  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  120 

(3)  Premises  registered  for  Milk  Distribution  58 

(4)  Fish  Friers  17 

(5)  Fishmongers  4 

(6)  Greengrocers  17 

(7)  Hotels  2 

(8)  Cafes/Restaurants  15 
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32 


(9)  Factory  Canteens 

(10)  Public  Houses  and  other  Licensed  Premises  34 

(11)  Clubs  14 

(12)  Food  Manufacturers  18 

(13)  Wholesale  Shops/Warehouses  12 

(14)  Mobile  Vendors  16 

(15)  General  Grocers  66 


(d)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  -  Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Items 

Contraventioris 

Noted 

Remedied 

No  soap,  towels,  nailbmshes  to  wash  hand  basin 

37 

41 

Wash  hand  basins  required 

36 

38 

Water  closets  and  wash  hand  basin  not  conveniently  accessible 
to  the  staff 

1 

4 

Lack  of  hot  water  supply  to  sink  and  wash  hand  basin 

41 

59 

Lack  of  cold  water  supply  to  sinks 

- 

5 

Defective  sinks 

10 

6 

No  sink  for  equipment  washing,  etc. 

18 

16 

Dirty  or  defective  water  closet  compartment 

28 

23 

"Wash-hands"  notice  to  water  closet  compartment  not  displayed 

2 

5 

Lack  of  or  inadequate  ventilation 

9 

12 

No  intervening  ventilated  space  between  water  closet  compartment 
and  food  preparation  rooms 

2 

3 

Inadequate  artificial  lighting 

8 

17 

Disrepair  and  dirty  conditions  in  food  preparation  rooms 

425 

296 

Yard  requires  resurfacing 

1 

1 

Sterilant  not  used  for  glass  washing 

- 

1 

Smoking  in  food  room 

3 

3 

Food  preparation  working  surfaces  in  need  of  resurfacing 

45 

36 

Food  not  suitably  stored 

12 

9 

Fly-proofing  required 

- 

2 

Foodstuffs  on  sale  "out  of  code" 

14 

13 

Incorrect  storage  of  frozen  food 

5 

5 

Foodstuffs  open  to  risk  of  contamination 

44 

48 
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Items 

Contraventions 

Noted 

Remedied 

Food  and  storerooms  used  for  purposes  other  than  intended 

16 

10 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

38 

30 

No  suitable  containers  with  lid  for  waste  food  disposal 

34 

27 

Dirty  equipment 

35 

27 

Damaged  equipment 

22 

12 

Refrigerators  requiring  repair  and  re-decoration 

20 

14 

Room  unsuitable  for  preparation  of  open  food 

1 

1 

Beer  drop  -  defects  to  head  of  beer  drop  allowing  dirt  and 
debris  access  to  cellar 

- 

3 

Goods  store/ loading  bay  not  separate  from  production  processes 

2 

- 

Cellar  head  requires  repair 

1 

1 

Suitable  accommodation  for  clothing  not  provided 

15 

12 

No  protective  clothing 

8 

9 

Defective  drainage  and  gullies 

1 

6 

Name  and  address  of  vendor  not  shown  on  delivery  vehicles 
and  mobile  shops 

25 

30 

Dirty  conditions  of  delivery  vehicles  and  mobile  shops 

32 

43 

Insufficient  or  no  first  aid  materials 

53 

48 

(e)  Bacteriological  Food  Samples 

Ice  cream  used  to  be  considered  a  potentially  dangerous  product  but  since  compulsory  heat 
treatment  was  instituted  in  1947  there  has  been  a  complete  change.  Of  the  161  samples  taken  during 
1971  only  4  failed  to  satisfy  Grade  One  of  the  methylene  blue  test;  a  remarkable  tribute  to  the 
bacteriological  cleanliness  of  this  food. 

Eleven  samples  of  fresh  cream  were  also  taken,  of  which  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Following  complaints,  specimens  of  brawn  and  Ostermilk  baby  food  were  found  to  be  free 
from  pathogens. 

(f)  Food  Complaints 

The  number  of  complaints  received  went  up  from  55  in  1970  to  75  in  1971 .  This  does  not 
mean  that  the  quality  of  food  in  the  shops  is  declining  but  it  does  imply  that  the  housewife  is  becoming 
more  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  most  effective  way  of  ensuring  a  safe  food  supply  is  to  complain  to 
the  local  authority  when  unsatisfactory  food  is  supplied.  Consumer  protection  associations  also  give 
emphasis  to  the  need  for  action  and  there  is  much  less  public  apathy  than  there  was  a  few  years  ago. 
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Of  the  complaints  received,  five  were  considered  to  warrant  court  proceedings,  with  the 
results  shown  in  the  table  below,  and  investigations  into  the  complaints  revealed  the  usual  quota  of 
carelessness.  The  mouldy  sausages  were  sold  a  week  after  their  'shelf-life'  had  expired  and  a  check 
on  other  products  in  the  store  revealed  similar  circumstances.  The  chops  came  from  a  lamb  which 
had  been  splashed  by  animal  excreta  in  the  slaughterhouse  and  not  washed  properly. 


Description  of  Offence 

Statute  Contravened 

Penalty 

£ 

Frozen  Peas  containing  black  beetle 

Sec.  2  -  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

15 

Potted  Beef  containing  slug 

Sec.  2  -  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

25 

Chops  contaminated 

Sec.  8  -  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

20 

Malt  loaf  containing  nail 

Sec.  2  -  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

25 

Sausages  affected  with  mould 

Sec.  2  -  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

20 

(g)  Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  Regulations  1966 

Mobile  traders  present  a  problem  and  many  are  unsatisfactory.  Traders  operating  from 
Tamworth  premises  can  be  traced  fairly  easily  but  many  come  in  from  the  West  Midlands  conurbation 
and  in  these  cases  there  is  little  to  be  done  other  than  inform  the  home  authority  of  any  unsatisfactory 
conditions  found  in  the  hope  that  effective  pressure  can  be  brought  to  bear  at  base.  This  does  not 
preclude  legal  proceedings  when  serious  contraventions  are  found  and  two  prosecutions  were  taken 
during  1971,  one  a  wholesale  meat  supplier  and  the  other  a  greengrocer. 

A  quite  simple  and  effective  way  of  tackling  the  problem  would  be  to  require  all  mobile 
traders  to  be  licensed  by  their  "home"  authorities. 

There  was  not  one  recorded  contravention  of  the  Regulations  at  food  stalls  in  the  Borough 
market.  This  happy  state  of  affairs  rests  largely  on  the  fact  that  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
is  also  the  Market  Superintendent  and  control  over  market  tenancies  is  an  extremely  effective  method 
of  ensuring  a  satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene. 


2-  HOUSING  ACTS 

Improvement  Grants 
(a)  Standard  Grants 


1.  Applications  received 
Applications  approved 
Applications  refused 

2.  No.  of  dwellings  improved 


Owner/ 

Occupier 

Tenanted 

Total 

1971 

1970 

1971 

1970 

1971 

1970 

18 

36 

26 

42 

44 

78 

15 

36 

30 

23 

45 

59 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

27 

19 

41 

17 

68 

36 
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1970 


1971 


3.  Amount  paid  in  grants 

4.  Average  grant  per  dwelling 

5.  Number  of  amenities  provided: 

(1) 


£5,404  £12,015 

£150  £177 


1970 

1971 

(a)  Fixed  bath  or  shower 

27 

56 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin 

30 

57 

(c)  Hot  water  supply  (to 

any  fittings) 

34 

60 

(d)  Water  closets 

27 

65 

(e)  Sinks 

8 

9 

Higher  limit  grants 
(included  in  (1)  above) 


Less  than  Full  Standard 
(included  in  (1)  above) 


1970 

1971 

Number  of  dwellings 

14 

30 

Additional  Grant  aided  work 

(1)  No.  of  bathrooms  added 

14 

30 

(2)  No.  of  piped  water  supplies 
installed 

- 

- 

(3)  No.  of  septic  tank  or 
cesspool  drainage  systems 
installed 

Number  of  dwellings 


(b)  Discretionary  Grants 


Conversion 

1970  1971 

Improvement 
1970  1971 

Totals 

1970  1971 

1.  Applications  received 

5 

3 

27 

67 

32 

70 

2.  Applications  approved 

12 

2 

25 

53 

37 

55 

3.  Applications  refused 

- 

1 

1 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  provided  after 
conversion 

4 

5 

- 

4 

5 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  improved 

2 

10 

25 

10 

27 

1970  1971 

6.  Amount  paid  in  grants  £5,650  £12,661 

7.  Average  grant  per  dwelling  £403  £396 
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(c)  General  Improvement  Areas 


Preliminary  work  on  the  Kettlebrook  General  Improvement  Area  continued  during  1971 
and  the  Borough  Council  declared  its  intention  to  proceed  subject  to  public  consultation,  which  took 
the  form  of  public  meetings,  election  of  street  representatives,  and  joint  consultation  between  residents 
and  officials.  These  consultations  served  their  purpose  in  that  the  public  made  it  clear  that  they  would 
not  accept  certain  proposals  but  welcomed  others.  The  whole  exercise  can  be  considered  a  sound  basis 
on  which  to  proceed  and  I  am  confident  that  the  preparatory  work  will  bear  fruit  during  the  next  year  or 
two.  Apart  from  environmental  improvements,  house  renovations  are  already  proceeding  at  a  steady 
rate. 


Preliminary  discussions  of  other  General  Improvement  Areas  have  been  held  but  the  rate  of 
house  improvement  is  now  so  fast  that  house  improvements  willprobably  be  substantially  completed  long 
before  it  is  possible  to  consider  environmental  improvements. 

(d)  Compulsory  Improvement  of  Dwellings 

(Sections  19  and  20  Housing  Act  1964j 

Fourteen  representations  from  tenants  were  received  requesting  the  Council  to  compel  their 
landlords  to  install  the  standard  amenities  and  preliminary  notices  were  served.  This  resulted  in  the 
service  of  two  Immediate  Improvement  Notices  and  the  acceptance  of  four  formal  undertakings  to  do  the 
work.  The  remainder  were  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  experience  since 
December  1971  has  proved  these  fourteen  representations  to  be  the  advance-guards  of  much  larger  numbers. 
Generally  speaking,  the  effect  has  been  two-fold.  So  far  about  half  of  the  landlords  have  agreed  to  do 
the  work  under  varying  degrees  of  compulsion,  but  a  substantial  number  have  offered  the  houses  to  their 
sitting  tenants.  This  is  a  very  welcome  trend.  It  is  pleasing  to  see  the  amount  of  renovation  work  going 
on  in  the  Borough's  older  areas. 

(e)  Qualification  Certificates 

These  are  the  certificates,  issued  by  local  authorities,  which  certify  that  a  dwelling  is  fit, 
in  good  repair  and  possesses  the  standard  amenities.  The  certificate  enables  a  landlord  to  increase  the 
rent  of  a  controlled  house. 


Improvement  Cases 

Number  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  under 
Section  44(2)  under  consideration 

Number  of  Certificates  of  provisional  approval  issued 

Number  of  Qualification  Certificates  issued  under  Section  46(3) 

Standard  Amenities  already  provided 

Number  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  under 
Section  44(1)  under  consideration 

Number  of  Qualification  Certificates  issued  under  Section  45(2) 


1970  1971 

13  18 

8  15 

3  9 


8  27 

7  18 
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(f)  Demolition  and  Closure  of  Unfit  Houses 


Individual  unfit  houses  not  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense 

1970 

1971 

Undertakings  accepted  (Section  16) 

2 

NIL 

Closing  Orders  made 

11 

16 

Demolition  Orders  made 

38 

19 

Houses  demolished  after  demolition  orders 

Number  of  displaced  persons: 

5 

15 

(a)  Individuals 

24 

105 

(b)  Families 

13 

48 

Clearance  Areas  -  Section  42  -  Housing  Act  1957 

Houses  Demolished  following  clearance  orders 

Number  of  persons  displaced: 

28 

33 

(a)  Individuals 

49 

30 

(b)  Families 

17 

16 

Five  clearance  areas  were  reported  to  the  Council.  Two  of  these  (Watling  Street,  Two 
Gates;  Watling  Street,  Wilnecote)  were  dealt  with  by  way  of  Clearance  Orders,  subsequently  confirmed. 
The  remaining  areas  at  Smithy  Lane  and  Watling  Street,  Wilnecote,  were  the  subject  of  a  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  unconfirmed  at  the  time  of  writing.  These  five  areas  and  included  added  lands  contain 


38  dwellings  and  73  people. 

(g)  New  House  Construction  and  Council  House  Lettings 

House  Lettings 

The  Housing  Manager  has  provided  the  following  statistics: 

Waiting  List  at  1st  January  1971  706 

Applications  received  during  the  year  433 

Number  of  tenancies  allocated  266 

Waiting  List  at  31st  December  1971  805 

Number  re-housed  under  Birmingham  Overspill  Agreement  (Persons)  2881 

(Families)  997 

New  Buildings 

Houses  constructed  during  1971: 

Private  342 

Local  Authority  1126 
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3.  AIR  POLLUTION 


(a)  Industrial  Pollution 


One  more  year  of  gross  air  pollution  has  been  endured  by  the  residents  of  Wilnecote  and 
Dosthill.  The  pollution  took  the  form  of  fumes,  soot,  smuts,  acid,  noise  and  dust,  this  being  the  price 
that  the  public  had  to  pay  for  the  failure  of  industry  to  put  its  house  in  order  and  the  failure  of  authority 
to  compel  it.  Smoke  and  fume  from  brickworks  and  aluminium  smelters  continued  unabated,  huge 
mechanical  diggers  and  scrapers  filled  the  village  air  with  ear-splitting  din  and  the  wind  showered  grit 
on  to  the  unfortunate  householders.  Dosthill  was  described  as  the  backyard  of  Tamworth  but  a  more  apt 
description  is  that  of  a  battlefield  -  industry  versus  the  human  environment  and  industry  having  things 
all  its  own  way  so  far. 

Despite  the  gloom-  literal  and  figurative  -  there  is  hope  of  an  early  improvement.  The 
brickworks  are  belatedly  abandoning  the  use  of  bituminous  coal  in  favour  of  oil  and  liquid  petroleum  gas 
and  the  end  of  pollution  from  this  source  is  in  sight.  There  were  also  interesting  developments  as  far 
as  the  other  major  pollution  source  -  secondary  aluminium  smelters  -  was  concerned.  Most  of  the 
furnaces  at  this  works  are  the  responsibility  of  H.  M.  Alkali  Inspector  but  two  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Borough  Council.  A  successful  prosecution  was  brought  during  the  year  for  excessive  smoke  emissions 
from  these  two  furnaces  and  the  conviction  was  upheld  on  appeal.  Shortly  afterwards  the  company 
placed  an  order  for  gas-cleaning  equipment  which  it  is  hoped  will  alleviate  the  worst  problem  -  salt  fume. 

It  has  to  be  faced  that  this  type  of  industry  in  this  type  of  situation  -  a  valley  bottom  with 
housing  areas  on  adjoining  slopes  -  may  always  pose  some  problems. 

In  all,  128  smoke  observations  were  made  of  factory  chimneys  and  4  contraventions  were 
detected,  three  of  which  were  the  charges  involved  in  the  court  proceeding  already  referred  to. 

Monitoring  of  smoke,  sulphur-dioxide  and  hydrogen-  fluoride  continued  at  three  points 
during  the  year  but  in  no  instances  were  levels  reached  high  enough  to  cause  concern  about  immediate 
danger  to  health.  Average  levels  were  30%  below  those  of  the  West  Midland  conurbation  and  this  fact 
bears  out  the  time-honoured  principle  that  industrial  chimneys  may  create  the  hot  sports  but  domestic 
chimneys  are  the  biggest  single  contributing  factor  to  a  high  background  level  of  smoke  and  sulphur-dioxide. 

(b)  Domestic  Pollution 


No.  6  Smoke  Control  Order  was  made  and  confirmed  during  the  year.  Although  the  Order 
will  not  be  operative  until  July  1973  there  was  an  early  rush  of  applications,  indicating  that  many  people 
wish  to  get  on  with  the  modernisation  of  their  heating  appliances  and  are  waiting  only  for  grants  to 
become  available.  It  is  refreshing  to  report  that  there  were  no  fuel  supply  problems  whatsoever  during 
the  year. 


Table  overleaf. 
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Order  No, 

District 

No.  of 

Houses 

No.  of  other 
buildings 

Made 

Dates 

Confirmed 

Operative 

1 

Coton  Lane 

517 

5 

15.  8.67 

22.  1.68 

1.10.68 

2 

Belgrave 

2150 

11 

14.11.67 

16.  9.68 

1.  9.69 

3 

Leyfields/Ashby 

Road 

1700 

24 

17.12.68 

27.  2.69 

1.10.69 

4 

Wigginton  Road 

1229 

22 

28. 10.69 

21.  5.70 

1.10. 72 

5 

Glascote  Heath 

145 

13 

15.  9.70 

11.  2.71 

1.10.71 

6 

Kettlebrook  and 

Two  Gates 

921 

42 

6.  7.71 

26.10.71 

1.  7.73 

Garden  bonfires  are  a  problem.  Irate  letters  appear  in  the  press  and  older  housing  estates 
particularly  are  severely  affected  at  times,  but  only  three  complaints  were  received  at  the  Department 
during  the  year.  If  complainants  would  direct  their  letters,  or  better  still,  telephone  calls  to  the  Public 
Health  Department,  they  would  obtain  quicker  relief.  Many  of  the  bonfire  lighters  are  anti -social  and 
take  very  good  care  to  wait  until  any  breeze  is  blowing  towards  somebody  else  before  stoking  up. 

4.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 
(a)  Inspections  and  Contraventions 

The  number  of  registered  premises  rose  from  331  in  1970  to  371  in  1971.  I  regret  to  report 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  inspect  all  these  premises  during  the  year,  consequent  upon  a  temporary  staffing 
difficulty.  However,  reference  to  the  analysis  of  contraventions  shows:  that  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
was  done  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  employees. 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  at  end 
of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

14 

89 

58 

Retail  Shops 

22 

238 

188 

Wholesale  shops, 

warehouses 

3 

12 

12 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public, 

canteens 

1 

32 

25 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

40 

371 

283 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises  under  the  Act  857 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Type  of  Contravention 

Total 

Complied 

Abstract  of  Act  not  displayed 

58 

122 

No  first  aid  kit  or  incomplete 

42 

74 

No  thermometer 

49 

84 

Premises  not  registered 

43 

39 

No  towels,  soap,  etc.  at  wash  hand  basin 

3 

3 

Inadequate  ventilation  to  shop  or  workroom 

15 

11 

Premises  require  cleaning  and/or  decoration/ or  repair 

74 

42 

Wash  hand  basin  with  hot  and  cold  not  provided 

2 

1 

Report  of  hoist  not  available  for  inspection 

5 

4 

No  hot  water  to  wash  hand  basin 

16 

33 

No  artificial  lighting  to  W.C.  compartment 

4 

3 

No  intervening  ventilated  space 

7 

6 

Defective  floor  covering 

36 

24 

W.C.  compartment  requires  cleaning/decorating 

12 

10 

W.C.  compartment  requires  repair 

24 

19 

Stairs  require  repair/decoration 

18 

13 

Inadequate  heating 

6 

6 

Badly  chipped  f  worn  sink 

5 

5 

Broken  tiles  at  rear  of  sink 

5 

5 

Rotted  /  Defective  draining  board 

1 

1 

Fireplace  to  be  sealed  over 

1 

1 

Preparation  room  obstructed 

1 

- 

Accident  not  notified 

1 

1 

Handrail  to  stairs  defective/missing 

29 

15 

No  ventilation  to  W.  C. 

- 

7 

Inadequate  lighting 

22 

10 

Circular  saw  not  guarded 

3 

3 

Additional  W.  C.  's  required 

2 

- 

Lift  shaft  not  guarded 

6 

4 

Cellar  floor  flooded 

1 

1 

Refrigerator  requires  repair 

4 

1  * 
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Type  of  Contravention 

Total 

Complied 

Wallpaper  trimming  machine  not  guarded 

1 

•» 

Stairs  obstructed 

5 

5 

W.C.  compartment  obstructed 

1 

1 

Gravity  feed  slicers  not  guarded 

6 

6 

Store  room  requires  repair 

1 

1 

Potato  chipper  not  guarded 

2 

2 

Opening  in  floor  not  guarded 

1 

1 

No  safe  working  load  on  lift 

4 

3 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

8 

7 

No  clothing  accommodation 

3 

2 

No  facilities  for  meals 

2 

2 

No  guard  to  conveyor 

2 

1 

No  guard  to  refrigerator  motor 

5 

5 

Worn  and  open  jointed  table 

7 

3 

Wash  hand  basin  requires  cleaning 

1 

1 

Keys  to  lift  motor  not  readily  available 

1 

1 

No  wash  hand  basin 

6 

4 

Damp  walls  to  cellar 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

552 

593 

Exemptions 


of  applications  received 

NIL 

of  a 

pplications  granted; 

NIL 

(i) 

Space 

NIL 

(ii) 

Temperature 

NIL 

(iii) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

NIL 

(iv) 

Running  Water 

NIL 
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Prosecutions 


Number  of  prosecutions  NIL 

Number  of  convictions  NIL 

(b)  Reported  Accidents 


Number 

fatal 

Reported 

Non-fatal 

Total 

Action  Recommended 

Workplace 

Number 

Investigated 

Formal 

Warning 

Informal 

Advice 

Offices 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

Retail  Shops 

8 

8 

- 

7 

Wholesale  shops/warehouses 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
public,  canteens 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

- 

12 

12 

- 

10 

Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents 


Offices 

Retail 

shops 

Wholesale 

warehouses 

Establishments 
open  to  public, 

canteens 

Fuel 

Storage 

Depots 

Machinery 

1 

m 

- 

- 

Transport 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Falls  of  persons 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against 
object  or  person 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Handling  goods 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

Struck  by  falling  object 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fires  and  explosions 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Electricity 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Use  of  hand  tools 

- 

2 

1 

- 

Not  otherwise  specified 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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5. 


CARAVAN  SITES 


There  are  four  sites  in  the  borough,  all  except  one  being  residential:- 

(a)  Castle  View  Caravan  Site 

The  site  is  licensed  for  twenty  caravans  and  possesses  all  the  facilities  required  by  the  Act. 
The  main  road  through  the  site  fell  into  disrepair,  but  after  report  to  the  Health  and  Safety  Committee 
the  owners  carried  out  the  necessary  work. 

(b)  Amington  Caravan  Site,  Moor  Lane 

The  site  is  licensed  for  fifty  caravans.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  with  foul  drainage 
but  installation  of  a  new  site  sewer  awaited  the  completion  of  the  Council's  new  main  sewer.  Apart 
from  this  a  very  high  standard  of  maintenance  and  cleanliness  was  reached, 

(c)  Station  Fields  Caravan  Site 


The  site  is  licensed  for  sixty  caravans.  Apart  from  minor  defects  in  the  fire-fighting 
equipment  no  contraventions  were  found  during  the  year  and  a  consistently  high  standard  is  maintained. 

(d)  lolly  Sailor  Site 

This  is  not  a  licensed  site  but  a  Caravan  Club  certificated  location.  This  permits  the  use 
of  the  land  by  five  caravans  at  any  one  time  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  warn  the  owner  for  exceeding 
the  number  on  occasions. 


6.  FACTORIES  ACT 
(a)  Outworkers 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of  Outworkers 
in  August  list 
required  by 
Section  133(l)(c) 

No.  of  cases 

of  default  in 
sending  lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 

Prosecutions 

for  failure  to 

supply  lists 

No.  of  instances 

of  work  in 

unwholesome 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel 
making  etc. 

32 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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(b)  Work  done 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  where  Sections  1,  2,  3,4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(iij 

Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

167 

118 

14 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers  premises) 

_ 

TOTAL 

167 

118 

14 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (Section  7) 

19  cases  of  unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences  were  found  and  17  were  remedied 
by  the  year  end. 


7.  NOISE  ABATEMENT 


Twenty-four  complaints  were  received  during  the  year:- 


Industrial 

Commercial 

Domestic 

Others 

TOTAL 

No.  of  nuisances  confirmed 

9 

9 

2 

4 

24 

No.  of  nuisances  remedied 
informally 

9 

9 

2 

4 

24 

No.  of  nuisance  orders  under 

Sec.  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  abatement  notices  under 

Sec.  1 

1 

•;«  '  .r, .  ■  l; 

•  y+A-f-*  ■ 

1 

Four  of  these  complaints  related  to  noise  from  refrigerator  fan-motors  at  supermarkets, 
which  constitute  a  contemporary  problem.  The  noise  can  be  reduced  but  usually  considerable  expense 
is  involved  and  we  have  learned  from  experience  that  the  most  effective  way  is  to  specify  a  maximum 
noise  level  at  the  planning  stage. 


30, 


The  other  complaints  were  varied  in  nature  but  in  most  instances  it  was  possible  to  find 
a  remedy.  Discotheque  noise  reared  its  unmusical  head  and  kennelled  dogs  at  a  veterinary  surgeon's 
premises  gave  cause  for  complaint.  Building  work  on  Sundays  annoyed  nearby  residents  but  was 
stopped  on  request.  Complaints  were  received  about  noise  from  a  motor  vehicle  service  station, 
but  most  of  the  noise  is  normal  to  the  business  and  little  can  be  done  -  one  more  lesson  that  the  time 
to  act  is  the  planning  permission  stage. 

Three  complaints  of  pneumatic  drill  noise  were  received.  All  statutory  undertakers  and 
contractors  possess  muffles  for  their  drills  but  often  the  operatives  do  not  bother  to  fit  them. 

The  year's  most  unusual  complaint  was  about  noise  caused  by  a  vibrator  pump  used  to 
supply  air  to  an  aquarium  inside  a  house.  The  vibrations  had  penetrated  the  party  wall  to  the  house 
next  door.  The  problem  was  solved  by  constructing  a  special  shelf  with  foam  rubber  insulation. 

It  is  now  evident  that  noise  will  be  the  most  urgent  environmental  problem  for  several 
decades  to  come.  In  many  ways  it  is  more  difficult  to  control  than  smoke  pollution,  but  new  legislation 
is  expected  to  point  the  way.  One  idea  which  will  probably  be  tried  is  a  form  of  noise  control  area 
analogous  to  the  smoke  control  area  but  it  is  not  certain  how  successful  this  will  be  in  practice. 


8.  PEST  CONTROL 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice 

The  number  of  rat  complaints  decreased  during  the  year.  This  may  be  attributed  to  several 
factors;  a  mild  winter,  the  extension  of  the  boundary  baiting  system,  the  inspection  and  treatment  of 
building  sites,  derelict  properties,  tipping  areas,  etc.  By  these  means  many  infestations  are  nipped 
in  the  bud  -  before  rats  reach  the  vicinity  of  dwellings.  The  main  drainage  system  is  tested  on  a  rota 
basis  influenced  by  the  incidence  of  surface  infestations.  During  the  year  the  Gillway,  Wigginton  Road, 
Comberford  Road  and  part  of  Leyfields  sewers  were  examined.  Only  one  section,  in  Hawthorn  Avenue, 
was  found  to  be  infested  and  was  successfully  treated.  Parts  of  the  town  centre  sewers  were  also 
test -baited,  with  negative  results. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  about  mice,  mostly  from  the  Glascote 
Heath  area  and  associated  with  new  building  work.  Most  domestic  infestations  could  have  been  cleared 
quite  easily  by  the  householders'  using  traps.  Poisoning  mice  has  the  drawback  that  often  carpenters 
have  to  be  called  in  to  remove  floorboards  in  order  to  retrieve  decomposing  bodies. 

(b)  Insect  Pests 


Eleven  complaints  were  received  about  bed-bugs.  This  is  not  a  lot  inra  town  the  size  of 
Tamworth  but  there  are  aspects  which  give  a  little  cause  for  concern.  All  the  infestations  were  found 
in  the  new  council  estates,  at  Belgrave  and  Glascote  Heath  and  the  numbers  show  a  sharp  increase  over 

and  as  we  do  possess  a  steam 

or  chemical  disinfector  new  mattresses  sometimes  had  to  be  burned.  If  the  figures  continue  to  rise 
consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  acquisition  of  the  necessary  equipment. 


Fourteen  flea  infestations  were  dealt  with,  mostly  of  the  cat  or  dog  species.  Most  of  these 
might  be  avoided  if  animal  owners  took  care  to  use  animal  insecticides  periodically,  particularly  in 
spring. 
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Much  time  (and  money)  was  sperit  in  attempting  to  cope  with  infestations  of  the  fly  leptocera 
caenosa,  which  breeds  in  rotting  vegetation  or  sewage.  Many  complaints  were  received  from  a  new 
council  estate  at  Glascote  Heath,  where  flies  bred  in  sewage  discharged  from  blocked  drains,  defective 
sink  waste  drains  and  soil  pipes.  In  one  case  a  plastic  bag  had  been  used  in  an  attempt  to  seal  a  broken 
pipe.  In  another,  the  drains  from  a  block  of  houses  had  not  been  connected  properly  to  the  main  sewer. 
In  yet  another  case,  where  sewage  had  seeped  into  the  foundations  of  a  dwelling,  bricks  had  to  be 
removed  from  the  outside  wall  in  order  to  permit  spraying  the  cavity  where  flies  were  breeding. 

All  this  trouble  was  caused  solely  by  shoddy  workmanship. 

Infestations  of  ants,  plaster  beetles,  furniture  beetles,  clover  mites  and  wasps  were  also 
treated.  There  were  isolated  complaints  of  headlice  and  scabies,  very  rare  these  days. 

(c)  Pigeons 


Pigeon  control  measures  continued  throughout  the  year  in  order  to  keep  the  number  in  the 
town  centre  down  to  acceptable  proportions.  The  measures  used  were  traps,  repellants,  egg  collecting 
and  destruction  of  nesting  places.  Some  tradesmen  in  the  town  centre  feed  pigeons  in  their  backyards 
thus  ensuring  continued  employment  for  the  pest  control  officer. 


9.  WATER  SAMPLES 

(a)  Open-air  pool,  Castle  Pleasure  Grounds 


Number  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Chemical  samples 

14 

11 

3 

Bacteriological  samples 

35 

34 

1 

Of  the  unsatisfactory  chemical  samples,  two  had  an  excessive  free  chlorine  content  and 

Jl 

was  insufficient.  Taken  over  the  year  these  figures  are  highly  satisfactory. 

Indoor  swimming  pools, 

Castle  Pleasure  Grounds  (opened  14th  October  1971) 

Number  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Chemical  samples 

16 

3 

13* 

Bacteriological  samples 

16 

15 

1 

*  These  samples  were  classified  as  unsatisfactory  only  insofar  as  they  showed  excessive 

chlorine.  This  was  caused  by  teething  trouble  with  the  chlorine  injection  equipment. 

. 

(c)  Drinking  Water  Samples 


Number  of  Samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Chemical  samples  7  7  0 

Bacteriological  samples  65  58  7 
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The  unsatisfactory  samples  came  from  a  single  well,  the  use  of  which  was  discontinued 
until  the  persistent  pollution  problem  was  solved.  The  contamination  was  attributed  to  run-off  from 
manured  land.  All  drinking  water  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company  Limited  was 
pure. 

(d)  Other  water  samples 

Samples  were  also  submitted  of  effluents  from  Amington  and  Dosthill  Sewage  Works,  the 
Pasveer  Ditch  and  a  reservoir  at  Turner's  Asbestos  Construction  Co.  Ltd.  All  were  satisfactory .  A 
complaint  was  received  from  a  butcher  about  the  possibility  of  excessive  copper  in  the  hot  water  system. 
The  copper  content  was  high  but  not  so  high  as  to  constitute  any  danger. 

An  unusual  complaint  arose  from  the  flooding  of  farmland  resulting  in  the  formation  of 
lagoons  on  pasture  land.  Samples  revealed  a  high  lead  content  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  public 
analyst  constituted  a  hazard  to  animal  health.  There  were  two  possible  sources  -  an  industrial 
irrigation  system  and  overflow  from  the  River  Tame.  It  was  found  impossible  to  establish  the  cause 
of  the  pollution  but  on  the  information  available  the  river  was  the  likeliest  source. 


10.  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  to  various  classes  of 

premises: - 


Number 


Piggeries,  etc.  43 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection  1157 

Food  Premises  1398 

Food  Complaints  120 

Food  Condemnations  133 

Sampling  281 

Market  Stalls  366 

Mobile  Vendors  315 

Housing  -  Slum  Clearance  and  Repairs  886 

Hairdressers  39 

Improvement  Grants  and  Qualification  Certificates  2291 

Factories  1 1 8 

Smoke  Control  Areas  979 

Smoke  Control  (Industrial)  189 

Smoke  Control  (Volumetric  -  Gauge  readings)  816 

Nuisances  364 

Drainage  463 

Infectious  Diseases  86 

Water  Supply  54 

Refuse  Accumulations  120 

Pest  Control  1511 

Swimming  Pool  17 

Noise  Abatement  191 
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Visits  and  Inspections 


Number 


Shops  Act  53 

Caravan  Sites  121 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  857 

Miscellaneous  (Including  postal  deliveries  during  strike)  273 


TOTAL  13,241 


Complaints 


Unsound  Food 

75 

Requests  to  inspect  food 

37 

Housing  defects 

38 

Caravans 

2 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

20 

Nuisance  from  animals 

8 

Rat  and  mice  infested  premises 

212 

Insect  Infestations 

87 

Dirty  premises  (fumigations) 

32 

Smoke  emission 

23 

Drainage 

43 

Noise  Nuisances 

13 

Miscellaneous 

33 

Pigeons 

3 

TOTAL 


626 


